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 The proceeding arƟcle was 
wriƩen by Chris Donato for Li-
gonier. Chris Donato is director 

of communicaƟons at Trinity InternaƟonal Univer-
sity and editor of “PerspecƟves on the Sabbath.” 

Many ChrisƟans seem content to leave Jesus on 
the cross, while the resurrecƟon oŌen suffers from 
neglect. That the cross receives so much aƩenƟon, 
however, is not without warrant. AŌer all, the event 
was the “one act of righteousness” that led “to jus-
ƟficaƟon and life for all men” (Rom. 5:18). That is to 
say, the one Man’s act of righteousness is the cli-
macƟc act of Jesus’ life-long fidelity to His Father’s 
will and purpose, when He offered up His life for His 
people. Taking it one-step further, many of us are 
inclined to say that we will live under the public dis-
grace and outrage of the cross unƟl Christ’s return, 
that it defines the age in which we now live. Since 
we live in a suffering world, as the thinking goes, 
the crucifixion provides the perfect revelaƟon of 
God’s empathy with His creaƟon. 
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 Yet the whole reason that the one act remains pivotal is precisely because Scripture deems it the decisive 
victory by the One who hung dead upon it. But what kind of victory would have Christ hanging upon it 
sƟll? Wherein lies the triumph in the story of a disillusioned Galilean who could not get God to establish 
His kingdom on earth? There is none. Without the resurrecƟon, the cross is foolish indeed.  
 All of this to say that the cross itself is enƟrely inseparable from God’s other redempƟve acts 
through Jesus in history — His life, death, resurrecƟon, ascension, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost — all of these form a unified front upon which the age of sin and death met its match. And 
never was the defeat of those two horrors more boldly proclaimed than on Easter morning. The resurrec-
Ɵon stands as the single, most powerful declaraƟon by God that this truly human Jesus “delivered up ac-
cording to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God,” was also “the Son of God in power according to 
the Spirit of holiness” (Acts 2:23; Rom. 1:4). Jesus and His mighty works were vindicated when God raised 
Him from the dead, exalƟng Him as “both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36), no longer lowly and limited, now 
Messiah of His people and Ruler of the enƟre world.  
 if the resurrecƟon did not happen, then we followers of Jesus, along with Saint Paul, “are of all 
people most to be piƟed” (1 Cor. 15:19). In other words, if Christ has not been raised, we are the most 
wretched, unhappy, sorry lot the world has ever seen, because we have believed the cruelest deceit — 
the hope of a glorious salvaƟon when all we are truly leŌ with is sin, weeds, and death. But happen it did, 
and it is believed, for Jesus Himself said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have be-
lieved” (John 20:29). This was, of course, the very reason the apostle John wrote the gospel: “These are 
wriƩen that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name” (v. 31). The resurrecƟon is part and parcel of that Gospel message of life in Jesus’ name. 
It is non-negoƟable. One cannot consider himself or herself in line with “apostolic ChrisƟanity” without 
affirming the bodily resurrecƟon of Jesus of Nazareth. This is the clear tesƟmony of the New Testament 
wriƟngs, captured most succinctly in Romans 10:9: “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Those who would deny it, 
while being treated with “gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:16), must not be countenanced at the table 
of fellowship; their professed “ChrisƟanity” should not be acknowledged. 
The quesƟon that faces us, however, is not about its evidence; rather, it is about its meaning. What sig-
nificance does the resurrecƟon of Jesus have in God’s redempƟve plan? 
In simplest terms, the resurrecƟon overturned the curses of the Fall (sin, weeds, and death). Not just the 
resurrecƟon itself, however, for included in that event is that which led up to it: both the obedience of 
Jesus to His Father’s will (someƟmes called “acƟve” obedience) and His obedience unto death (“passive” 
obedience). In the former, Jesus’ role as the second Adam is clearly displayed. This Messiah sent from 
God defeated the sin of Adam’s disobedience with His own perfect obedience to what Israel had collec-
Ɵvely failed to do, namely, keep the covenant. 
When Adam disobeyed the divine command, God sent Abraham and the naƟon of Israel aŌer him to ush-
er in the light of the Gospel of God’s salvaƟon (see Isa. 41:8–9; 49:3–6). Failing this, Jesus came as Israel’s 
representaƟve; He could do this because He was sent as the Christ (“anointed one”). In Israel, the anoint-
ed one, or king, was both the representaƟve of the naƟon to God, as well as God’s chosen representaƟve 
to the naƟon (for example, 2 Sam. 19:43; 20:1). As such, like Israel (see Isa. 63:16), the king was God’s 
son: “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son” (2 Sam. 7:14; also Ps. 2:6–7). The king of Israel, 
of course, was not deified like the Pharaohs of Egypt (unlike Jesus, who is the God-man).  



 3 

 
 

 

 Thus, for Jesus, being the Christ meant that He so closely idenƟfied with His people that whatever 
can be said of Him can, at least in principle, be said of them. 
For ChrisƟans (both Jews and GenƟles, see Rom. 9:4–8), then, this means that they par-

Ɵcipate in God’s covenant, becoming by faith heirs of His promises, faithful to His will 
and purpose, precisely because Jesus already was. The apostle Paul meant nothing less 
when he wrote that we have been “bapƟzed into Christ Jesus” (see Rom. 6:1–14). Final-
ly, the giŌ that flows from this perfect fidelity on Jesus’ part is the giŌ of life itself (“the 

last Adam became a life-giving spirit,” 1 Cor. 15:45), and brings us back to what Saint 
Paul described as the “righteousness [that] leads to jusƟficaƟon and life” (Rom. 5:18). 
It is in Jesus’ obedience unto death that the contrast between the first and second Ad-

am amplifies. “The free giŌ is not like the trespass” (Rom. 5:15). Indeed, it is far greater; 
the abundant grace of God completely overshadows the trespass of Adam. But how 

would that grace come? The charge from God to Israel, as stated above, was to live in 
covenant with Him as a means for them to defy the curse and destrucƟon of Adam’s 

fall. But in this maƩer the apostle said, “For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 
not want is what I keep on doing” (Rom. 7:19). That is, “the good” keeping of the Law 
always gave way to “the evil” breaking of the Law as long as Adam remained Israel’s 

representaƟve. And so, they failed. SƟll, the necessity of the Servant’s work remained if 
sin was to be conquered and the old Adamic man redeemed (see Isa. 53:11). Who has 
delivered us from this body of death? The answer? “Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!” (Rom. 7:25). Jesus came and perfectly fulfilled the will of God, even 

unto death. In so doing, He reversed the faithlessness of Adam, starƟng in His resurrect-
ed life a new family of God that would bear His characterisƟcs instead, and turned a   

fallen, corrupƟble world on its path toward renewal (see Rom. 8:21–22). 
So, one major point of all this today is that, being bapƟzed into Christ Jesus, we too 

share in His victory and exaltaƟon (Rom. 6:1ff.). Not only was sin defeated by the per-
fect obedience (right through to the resurrecƟon) of Jesus, death was destroyed as well. 

For death received its sƟng from sin. It is as if death had the rug pulled right out from 
under its feet, subsequently powerless to keep Him in the grave. Along with this came 
the guarantee that those who die once, if they are in union with Christ, will never die 
again. The pre-eminent resurrecƟon, in other words, was the “first fruits” of the great 
resurrecƟon to come (see 1 Cor. 15:12–33; 51–57). In this way, the ransomed ChrisƟan 

partakes of Christ’s exaltaƟon, being put right with God and His law, reckoned righteous 
before the holy Judge.Thus, the third day, Easter morning, witnessed the dawn of a new 
day. Yet it was not just a new day unlike any other preceding it; rather, it was a day that 

carried within it the very future to which it pointed  
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The old war-analogy comes to mind: victory has been proclaimed, the war is nearing its end, 
though sin and death have yet to hear the news, and we baƩle them sƟll. But they are not to 
be feared; we are their slaves no longer. The victor, Jesus, has destroyed the yoke of sin and 
death, having had that burden laid upon Him. The story of Jesus’ literally empty grave not on-
ly confirms the hope to which we cling, it simultaneously offers even now the future resur-
recƟon life to each person found in Christ. The uncertainƟes and chaos of this world, while at 
Ɵmes oppressive, must not give us constant despair. There is no room for that in the life of 
the one who believes in God’s victory through the exalted Christ Jesus. As hard as it is, amid 
the mourning and empathy of tragedy, we are to thank God in light of the promise: the new 
creaƟon, heaven on earth. Thus, we rouƟnely proclaim the faith each Lord’s Day: “Christ has 
died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.” There will come a day when the weeds will be 
choked-out by the sweet grape vine, true jusƟce will reign, and once-wretched sinners will do 
naught but live resurrected, perfectly and humbly in the presence of the Almighty  
 
Pastor Tim Godfrey 
 
 
 

Church Library 
   The Story  
Max Lucado 

 
              Have you ever wondered how far God's is willing to go to rescue his lost people and 
all those who are hurƟng? That is what this book is all about. it talks about God's love affair 
with his people starƟng in Genesis working through RevelaƟons. 
 
The story features Intrigue, drama conflicts, romance and redempƟon.  This story is totally 
true because it's based off the Bible . The story tells The Greatest Story Ever Told of God's 
love for his children and how he wants us all to establish a way to SalvaƟon in a route to  
Eternity . 
 
The Story talks of God's greatest love for Humanity and that he does not want anybody to 
perish . 
 
Nikki Ovenshire 
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If you have events and need bulleƟn insert made please send me the  
informaƟon by Thursday 9am of each week, bulleƟns are printed  
Thursday morning. 

Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of every month 
 
 
 

Benevolence Fund 
The Benevolence Fund is used to help those in need of assistance 
inside and outside of out local congregaƟon. We take up a special 
offering on the same Sunday that we celebrate the Lord Table to 

provide the money for this ministry. 
Monetary offerings can  be labeled or wriƩen for Benevolence 

Fund 

 



 

Fox River Baptist Church 

2700 East Henry Street 
Appleton, WI  54915 
 
Phone: 920-734-6162 
E-mail: office@foxriverbaptist.com 
Website: foxriverbaptist.com 
 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday - 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Here at FRBC, we have a prayer chain 
meant for the sharing of prayer re-
quest needs and for  sharing praise for 
the awesome & mighty work God does 
in our lives. Please feel free to share 
any praise or request at our new  
Prayer request email address: 

Prayer@FoxRiverBapƟst.com 
Care to be part of the prayer chain?  

Email or call Becky Godfrey at 
becl.godfrey@gmail.com — 

 (920) 277-1526  
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Children’s Church 
 
The children are starƟng to learn 
about the people in the  
Old Testament. We are also working 
on a presentaƟon for church on 
Easter Sunday. 
 
It’s a surprise !!!!! 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

St. Joseph Food Program  
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April 
 

Cereal 

Help us reach our goal of 1,000 boxes 
Drop off boxes in the foyer near the BapƟsmal area 

April  Birthdays 
 
10  Don Wynkoop 
13  Carolyn Krauss 
14  Bob  Abitz 
20  Steve Krauss 
21  ScoƩ Dohms 
 

 Anniversaries 
 

13  Gary and Connie 
Snortum 
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 Have you noticed that the Children’s Shelter of Cebu donations jar has a slightly 
diƯerent look?  There are only two photos attached to its sides.  One of our spon-
sored children, Jaireh, is no longer included because he has been adopted.  He 
has joined a family in Italy and now has a new mom and dad.  We don’t know any-
thing about the family, but we are celebrating this blessing for him. 
 
     You may remember that Jaireh is the brother of Guada Mae, our sponsored little 
princess.  At first it saddened us that this sister and brother were not adopted to-
gether into a family.  However, CSC explained that the government, which is in 
charge of adoptions, determined that Jaireh and Guada Mae were not related 
“enough” to require their staying together.  First of all, they were only half siblings. 
Secondly, Jaireh came to the shelter in 2018, when he was only 1½ years old.  Gua-
da Mae came in 2023 at the age of 10.  In truth, they barely knew each other before 
Guada Mae joined him at the shelter.  So, we will just be happy for Jaireh’s adop-
tion. 
 
     Perhaps you are wondering, “Will we ask for a child to take Jaireh’s place?”  
Well, the answer to that is “no.”  In past years our sponsorship of children from 
CSC has included only two.  Our previous children were Chris and Juliet, who grad-
uated from high school last spring.  Since they were no longer in need of sponsor-
ship, we asked for two new children.  Guada Mae and Samuel were suggested to 
us, and we said, “Yes!”  A few weeks later, CSC approached us with the news that 
Guada Mae had a brother, Jaireh, who was also at the shelter.  They asked if we 
would want to sponsor him instead of Samuel. 
 
     This information was given to you, the congregation.  After listening to your opin-
ions about the situation, it seemed that you were willing to support all three chil-
dren.  That is how it came to be that we had an extra child pictured on the dona-
tions jar.  So, we will now go back to our sponsorship of only two children.  We 
greatly appreciate your continued contributions into the CSC jar.  Perhaps your 
generous giving will allow us to send a few extra dollars once in a while for the 
support of Guada Mae and Samuel. I know that CSC will appreciate all that we are 
able to do. 
 
     CSC is a Christian organization, founded by missionaries Paul and Marlys Healy, 
that oƯers food and shelter, schooling, and medical care to street children and 
other little ones who do not have adequate care.  We thank the Lord for CSC, and 
they thank the Lord for our support. 



 

 
 

For I know the 
plans I have for 

you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and 
not to harm you, 
plans to give you 

hope and a future.  
Jeremiah 29:11 



 

 
April 6 

Kyle Tubbs 
 

April 13 
Bob Abitz 

 
April 20 

ScoƩ Smith 
 

April 27 
Ryan Smith 
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Please contact the 
Church Office at 920
-734-6162 or Carol 
Smith at (920) 475-
8727 to   volunteer  

for Nursery 
Ministry.  

Financial Update 2025 
Budget needed weekly: $ 
2836.35 
Contact Mark Wildenberg  
920-378-3380 with quesƟons. 

April 6 Ask Pastor Tim 
April 13  Corporate Prayer  
April 20  Sol Fide 
April 27  Corporate Prayer 

Sunday Evening Services 

 
Women’s Prayer 

Wednesdays  at 9:30am 
 

Women’s Bible Study  
Thursdays at 1:00pm  

 
Men’s & Women’s  

Bible Study 
 

Saturdays at 
8am 
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Young at Heart 
 
 

Care Partners service on Thursday, April 3rd Please call 
Lynn Abitz  at  

920-788-9482 if you wish to join or have quesƟons. 

                                   Deaconesses 
 
Deaconesses are planning already for our summer picnic. 

We are puƫng a lot of Ɵme in to it. It should be a  
wonderful Ɵme to eat and fellowship with each other. 


